But the instant he commenced his work all fear vanished, the hand was electrified with skill, and the operation was perfect. ? (Asclepiad, 1886, p. 58.) No doubt, even in these days of anaesthetics, the surgeon is not always perfectly easy in his mind before operating, and although it seems odd that an experienced surgeon should have had such qualms, you must remember that these were pre-ansesthetic days.
But if it is odd that a surgeon should be so nervous, it is still more so that some patients should positively enjoy being operated upon. Professor Leyden, of Another curious case is that of a farm labourer who lived fifty-four days after being shot with a revolver. On examining the heart a small bullet was found in the left ventricle, which had passed through the aorta and semilunar valve to get there, ?{Lancet, 1879, vol. i, p. 33.) A woman died in the New York Hospital from heart and kidney disease. Post-mortem a black pin was found in the heart with its head free in the left ventricle. No lesions were found in the oesophagus, stomach, or pericardium, but the presumption is that it entered the body by the mouth. That is, at least, the most likely way, especially since the patient belonged to the sex which is most given to making the mouth a receptacle for pins.? (British Medical Journal, 1889, vol. 
